RUPTURE WITH THE CONSERVATIVES

to three triumphal entries into Berlin. I may presume
without exaggeration that King William would have abdi-
cated in 1862, that the policy which laid the foundations
of the glory of the army would never have come into
being, or, at any rate, not in that fashion, if I had not
taken over its direction. Would the army have had the
opportunity of performing its deeds of heroism and Count
Moltke been able to draw his sword if King William I
had received other counsels from other persons? As-
suredly not, if he had abdicated in 1862 because he could
find no one prepared to share and to face the dangers of
his position.

As early as February n, 1872, the ' Kreuzzeitung,
had declared a feud against me on the ground that I had
proclaimed the supremacy of parliament and atheism. In
1875, under Nathusius Ludom, it opened its campaign of
slander against me, with what were known as the Era ar-
ticles of Perrot* I then applied by letter to Amsberg,
one of our highest legal authorities, and to the Minister
of Justice, to ask whether, if I brought a penal action, I
might count with any certainty on the condemnation of
the author; if not, I should refrain from bringing one, for
a sentence of acquittal might give my enemies a fresh
pretext for calumny. The answer of both coincided with
that given by my own legal adviser. The condemnation
was probable, but in view of the cautious wording of the
article, not certain. At that time, I had not formed any

*Dr. Perrot, retired captain ; born at Troves, died 1891. Author of
pamphlets on political economy ; ultimately merchant.
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